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trade unions, and yet they were an inevitable result of competi-
tion between employers and employed as to the share of the
total product which each should secure. Cobden objected also
to economic nationalism, yet this arose among capitalists from
motives very similar to those which produced trade unionism
among employees. Both in America and in Germany, it was ob-
vious to industrialists that they could increase their wealth by
combining to extract favours from the State; they thus com-
peted as a national group against national groups in other
countries. Although this was contrary to the principles of the
Manchester School, it was an economically inevitable develop-
ment. In all these ways, Cobden failed to understand the laws of
industrial evolution, with the result that his doctrines had a
merely temporary validity.
Although the principle of free competition was increasingly
limited in practice—by Factory Acts, trade unions, protective
tariffs, and trusts—it remained an ideal to which business men
appealed whenever there was any proposal to interfere with
their activities. The men at the head of vast monopolies in
America still profess to believe in competition—meaning,
however, competition for jobs on the part of those who wish
to be employed by them. They still believe, as Francis Place did,
that competition is the only possible incentive to industry. This
belief has become harmful, since it interferes with organization
where this would be more efficient than unregulated com-
petition. However, it has much less intensity than it had sixty
years ago. At that time it seemed consecrated as a cosmic law
by Darwin.
Darwin's Origin of Species was published in 1859. It may be
regarded as the application of Benthamite economics to the
animal world. As every one knows, it was through reading
Malthus that Darwin was led to the principles of the Struggle for
Existence and the Survival of the Fittest In his theory, all
animals are engaged in the economic struggle to procure a
livelihood, and those that have most thorougjxly acquired the
maxims of Smiles's Self Help survive and found families, while
the others perish. Hence emerges a general tendency to pro-
gress: the cleverest animals gradually oust the stupid ones,
until at last we arrive at man.
Darwinism, as it appears in the writings of its founder, and
still more in those of Herbert Spencer, is the completion of
Philosophical Radicalism. But it contained elements which would

